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as an auxiliary textbook for advanced students in clinical psychology, written to encourage in them a critical
and experimental attitude in their use of mental tests. It has been my wish to avoid any considerable overlap
with the writings of others, and to present a point of view not generally recognized. Ever since Binet gave us the
idea of a mental yardstick, it has been customary to evaluate individual achievement in terms of statistical
criteria. Parallel with this trend there has been a tendency to lose sight of the individual. The norms of standard
tests are based upon majority findings, and are doubtless applicable to the majority of children. It does not
follow, however, that they are applicable to the exceptional child. Most of the children referred to the clinic are
exceptional in some way, and we have no standard instrument that offers the exceptional child a fair
opportunity to show what he can do. We examine him by a scale that may be grossly unfair to him, and report
his achievement as compared with that of normal children. The psychological test holds vast possibilities for
aiding us in understanding the child and his problems, but it is used primarily for obtaining a numerical rating.
| have the utmost confidence in the potential value of the test as a clinical instrument, but am less confident of
the value of norms. In recent years | have come to believe that the development of norms might better be
restricted to tests that admit of objective evaluation; and | should like to see all other tests used as instruments...
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