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abstract: In order to be able to grasp the dimension of the role identity plays in Mary Antin s The Promised
Land, one has to take into consideration the author s biographical background, as the first part of her life
differs completely from the later years. She is born in the Jewish Polotzk near Witebsk in White Russia. In 1894,
the family emigrates to the United States. Mary receives solid school education and manages to have her first
poem published in the Boston Herald at the age of fifteen. With the help of diligence, natural ability, curiousness
and luck, Mary Antin advances from her proletarian neighbourhood to higher educated circles. Antin publishes
several essays, short stories and poems, gives lectures and gets involved with the loosening of laws restricting
immigration. Already at the age of twenty, Mary Antin writes her autobiography The Promised Land (formerly
published under the name of 'From Polotzk to Boston'), which describes her childhood in Russia, her
immigration to America, the initial problems in her new homeland and her success in gaining ground.
Especially the preface causes attention, as she calls her life unusual, but by no means unique. () [A] concrete
illustration of a multitude of statistical facts , while she is distancing herself from her former life as Maryashe
Weltman in Polotzk. The high degree of self- reflexiveness and the dispartment of her own person into at least
two identities predestine her book...
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