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.Romania is a constitutional republic with a democratic,
multi-party, parliamentary system. The bicameral parliament
r * (Parlament) consists of the Senate (Senat) and the Chamber of
Deputies (Camera Deputatilor), both elected by popular vote. In
December 2012 the country held parliamentary elections that
observers generally considered were without irregularities, and

s President Traian Basescu reappointed Victor Ponta prime
minister. Authorities maintained effective control over the

security forces. Security forces committed some human rights
abuses. Major human rights problems included police and
gendarme mistreatment and harassment of detainees and
Roma, including the death of at least one person at the hands
of police. Government corruption remained a widespread
problem that affected all sections of society. Systematic
societal discrimination against Roma affected their access to
adequate education, housing, health care, and employment
opportunities. Other human rights problems reported during
the year included poor prison conditions and continued
attempts by some political figures to compromise the
independence of the judiciary. The government failed to take
effective action to return the Greek Catholic churches
confiscated by the former communist government. Personal
and...
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