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History, Chemical Analysis and Use and Abuse as a Medicine These drop on the expanding of the petals, which
are four in number. The petals are large, somewhat round, entire, a little undulated and white; occasionally of
a silver gray colour, and tinged with violet at the base. The filaments are numerous and slender; shorter than
the corolla; they support erect compressed anthers, and the germen which is globular and smooth, is crowned
with a many-rayed stigma. The capsule stands on a short pedicle; is globular when full-grown, smooth and
gray, or sky-coloured, like the stem. It is from two to four inches in diameter, a little flattened at the top and
bottom, and is crowned with the persistent stigma, the segments of which stand erect, and present an elegant
appearance. The seeds of the poppy are small, white, or gray, reniform and numerous. When ripe, they escape
through small openings situated under the points of the stigma. All the parts of the poppy contain a white,
narcotic, milky juice, which abounds in the capsules, hence these are the only officinal parts of the poppy. The
seeds are not narcotic, and have little medicinal quality, except that of demulcent. In some parts of India they
are used as an article of food. Though the Papaver is indigenous to Persia, Arabia, and Egypt, it is found
growing wild in many of the countries in the southern parts of Europe. Of late it has been extensively and
successfully cultivated in Great Britain for the purpose of obtaining Opium. In the year 1796, a Mr. Ball received
a premium from the...
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