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Charles Sumner, William M. Evarts, C It is necessarily
improvident and ruinous, because, as a general truth,
communities prosper and flourish or droop and decline in just
the degree that they practise or neglect to practise the primary
duties of justice and humanity. The free-labor system conforms
to the divine law of equality, which is written in the hearts and
consciences of men, and therefore is always and everywhere
beneficent. The slave system is one of constant danger, distrust,
suspicion, and watchfulness. It debases those whose toil alone
can produce wealth and resources for defence, to the lowest
degree of which human nature is capable, to guard against
mutiny and insurrection, and thus wastes energies which
otherwise might be employed in national development and
aggrandizement. The free-labor system educates all alike, and
by opening all the fields of industrial employment, and all the
departments of authority, to the unchecked and equal rivalry of
all classes...
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