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Jurisprudence, 1861, Vol. 14 Most opportunely, therefore, while all people are agreed that reform is needed (the
only question being how far it can with safety and advantage be carried), and while the new Common Law
Commission are issuing suggestions, halting and faltering, willing, perhaps, but unable, to free their minds from
that peculiar tone which long and successful practice under our present system inevitably induces; while, too,
some have been found to advocate our going over to Rome (in the present day rather a taking idea), there to
find by means of a Praetor relief for our manifold legal miseries, and a cloud of pamphlets have appeared,
each advocating some changes and exposing some acmses, -a practical people in the western hemisphere have
appointed a commission, and quietly, expeditiously and cheaply (wishing, probably, to same our Criminal Law
Commissioners, who have passed fifteen years, spent thousands, and published reports without end and
without result), and out of laws similar to our own and derived from us, have created a simple, single, and
intelligible judicial system, which has hitherto worked well in the state (New York) by which it was first
sanctioned, and has in consequence been adopted by several other states of the American Union. This new
system was explained at a meeting of the Law Amendment Society, on Monday, the 17th of November, by Mr.
Field, one of the commissioners who prepared the Code above alluded to, and we now propose to introduce to
our readers some of the leading provisions of this Code, which has made such radical changes in the old law,
and which...
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