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Egypt from January 2011 to August 2012 and addresses the following questions that are pertinent to U.S.
policymakers: How does the United States maintain good relations and preserve its strategic partnership with
Egypt under Cairo s new political leadership and the changing political environment in the country? How does
it do so while adhering to American values such as supporting democracy even when those coming to power
do not share U.S. strategic goals? The book first examines Egypt s strategic importance for the United States by
exploring Egypt s role in the Arab-Israeli peace process, its geographical role (providing air and naval access)
for U.S. military assets heading to the Persian Gulf, and joint training programs. With so much at stake in the
Middle East, losing Egypt as a strategic ally would be a significant setback for the United States. The Egyptian
revolution of early 2011 was welcomed by U.S. officials because the protestors wanted democratic government,
which conformed to U.S. ideals, and the institution that would shepherd the transition, the Egyptian military,
had close ties to the United States. However, the transition was marked by many difficulties, including violence
by military authorities against protestors, a crackdown on American nongovernment organizations (NGOs),
and the military s reluctance to cede real power to civilian authorities. Nonetheless, U.S. officials continued to
court the military because they believed it had equities they needed to protect, and they developed relations
with the Muslim Brotherhood, an organization that was critical of many U.S. foreign policy goals, because the
Brotherhood had emerged as the strongest political organization in the country. In the process, many...
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