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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Queen s Quair: Or the Six Years Tragedy If one
were in the vein for the colours and haunted mists of Romance; if the things, perhaps, were not so serious, there
might be composed, and by me, a Romance of Queens out of my acquaintance with four ladies of that degree;
among whom - to adopt the terms proper - were the Queen of Gall, the Queen of Ferment, and the Queen of
Wine and Honey. You see that one would employ, for the occasion, the language of poets to designate the
Queen-Mother of France, the Queen-Maid of England, and the too-fair Queen of Scots: to omit the fourth queen
from such a tale would be for superstition s sake, and not for lack of matter - | mean Queen Venus, who (God be
witness) played her part in the affairs of her mortal sisters, and proclaimed her prerogatives by curtailing
theirs. But either the matter is too serious, or | am. | see flesh and spirit involved in all this, truth and lies, God
and the Devil - dreadful concernments of our own, with which Romance has no profitable traffic. La Bele Isoud,
the divine Oriana, Aude the Fair (whom Roland loved) - tender ghosts, one and all of them, whose heartaches
were so melodious that they have filled four-and-twenty pleasant volumes, and yet so unsubstantial that no one
feels one penny the worse, or the better, for them afterwards. But here! Ah, here we have real playersin a game
tremendously real; and the hearts they seem to play with were once bright with lively blood; and the lies they
told should...
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