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hair of those Bistonides, Well-drunk, thou bind st with snaky
knot. The Giants wound their impious track Athwart the steep
of Jove s domain, But thou strong Ehoetus hurledst back, With
claw and fang of lion slain. More apt for dance and sport and
jest, No fighter. Such was rumour s course. But now thy
godhead stands confessed In war as peace a central force.
Grim Cerberus saw thy golden horn, And wagged his tail, of
anger free; And when thou went st, tow rd earth upborne, With
all his tongues he fondled thee.1 ODE XX ON HIS TRANSLATION
TO THE SKIES No weak, no vulgar wing shall bear Me, poet-
bird, through upper air, As, quitting earth for good, I so Leave
envy and the towns below. If of poor parentage I came, I,
whom beloved thou deign st to name, Maecenas, such can
never...
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